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Artistic Autonomy in Non-Autonomous
Contexts: Reframing Collective Agency
and Insurgence from Caribbean Artist-
Managed Spaces
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Doing research for my PhD in contemporary Caribbean art, | realized that artistic production and
artworks represented only a small part of the whole set of creative practices taking place in the
Caribbean. | started then examining how residencies and artist-managed spaces were configuring an
alternative way of understanding the role of contemporary art in the definition of Caribbean public
spheres.

It is very difficult to find a term, there are many different kinds of people and each of them has their
own word to name those activities. Within this scenario, we don’t really need to define things, because
in a sense those spaces are not perfectly defined, they are not sitting within one category and they
don’t even want to be defined.

My research this far attempts to define how art residencies and other institutional practices configure
alternative artistic landscapes globally.

All of this began when | was doing my PhD and went to Caribbeans and Central America, | started
looking at cities there and realized communication is very hard. You know what is going on in Miami,
but it is much more difficult to know what is going on in Guadeloupe or Puerto Rico. In this context
having small spaces has been essential. When you don’t have economic support or national
organizations funding the arts, these spaces make entire difference, they fill the gaps. For example,
Trinidad doesn’t have any kind of museums nor public or private, but they have this crazy history of
small spaces, self-organized by artists since the 1990s. It is true that in those spaces artists could join
different conversations and welcome other artists from all over the world.

First of all, it is important to understand that context does not mean location. Something | am trying to
think is how international fundings is determining who goes to these places and who doesn’t, that
happens everywhere. In Kenya | found this interesting dynamic in Nairobi, where you have many
artists going there from neighbouring countries, but also international countries, you have this huge
organization, they were very successful and then suddenly they had a huge problem with funding, so
the entire organization collapsed.
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What are the key learnings on art residencies out of your research
investigation?
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