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I would like to start our conversation by asking you what sparked the
original concept of the ARS project.

The Artsy article from last June reports that you conducted a three-year
industry research prior to launching the project. | am really interested in
the challenges which - through this investigation - have emerged as the
most urgent ones for artists today and how this project addresses those
challenges.

Which were the most interesting insights resulting from the data that
you collected through these tests?

| feel accessibility is a very important issue when discussing about
residency programs. Some time ago, Dialogues shared an interview with
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artist Lenka Clayton, who is also a mother, and we discussed about the
problems that artists have to face when they have a family.
Unfortunately, these problems also include taking part to residency
programs. Residencies have become increasingly important as a self-
development and career advancement opportunity in the art world,
especially if you look at them from an international standpoint. Prior to
our interview, | was researching the work that you did within the
framework of Unknown Cargo gallery and it seems to me that equality
and democratization in the art world are a common thread in you work.

Thinking about equality, we need to recognize that there is still an
immense gap between the opportunities of artists living and working in
the global South and mostly artists from Western countries. In this
regard, ARS provides an easier connection to the international artist
network. However artists need money to travel.

Who is currently working on ARS?

You mentioned some funds which you received to support ARS at the
very beginning. Which are the organizations that provided those funds?
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If we focus on ARS program structure, | can see what makes your project
distinct from other residency programs - that is, artists have to fit within
a specific, pre-existing framework, which someone else conceptualized a
priori. On the contrary, ARS provides an opportunity to put full freedom
to develop their own residency framework directly into the hands of the

artists.

Can you see any patterns in the participation flows to the project?

ARS has been launched recently but you have been working on it for
much longer. What are your hopes in the short and long-term?
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Timo Wright is a media artist and film maker based in Helsinki, Finland.

Anni Fahler is an art producer focused on fine arts and film based in
Stockholm, Sweden.

artistresidencyswap.com
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