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In 1990, the Finnish Artists’ Association decided to establish a separate Foundation which would focus
on the real estate management and the Association would continue to work to secure policy and
legislative change to encourage the development of the sector and to provide services to its members,
such as for instance legal advice. Parts of the real estate owned by the Association were donated to
the Foundation and that was the start of it. Since then, we have had a close relationship with the
Association; the Association for instance nominates three members for our Board — three visual artists
every third year — so this way artists play a key role in taking decisions in our Foundation. There are
three other board members who are more specialised in other issues, such as economics or real
estate management.

Our main aim is providing affordable working studios, but we have received feedbacks that our rents
have recently reached the limits for the artists. Of course, there are other empty spaces that they can
rent also in the Helsinki city center. Private companies and the City of Helsinki have a very positive
attitude towards those opportunities. However, in most cases those situations are not permanent. In
our case, our aim is to provide affordable but also permanent solutions, so that artists don’t have to
worry about moving out regularly. We also take care of a certain quality standard of the studios, as to
ventilation. In general, if an artist is selected for one of our studios, he or she can both live and work in
the same location and it is considered a very good opportunity because it is long term — basically, they
can stay there as long as they are professionally active.

Exactly. We have our own studio buildings in Italy and in Spain — which were donated to us — and are
for Finnish artists exclusively to stay from one to six months. We also have an artist exchange
program with one residency in Tokyo and with the Arts Council of Québec. Additionally, we have an
open call for international residents to be hosted in one of our studios. Besides these activities, we are
active Res Artis members since 1997, when the residency concept kind of first landed here in Finland.
Since then, with the support of the local art council, which is the Arts Promotion Center of Finland, we
have somehow tried to help developing the field by organising meetings for residency organisations in
Finland, collecting data, and producing guides on how to run a residency program. We also have our
own activity nationwide as a consultancy.
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Your close collaboration with the Finnish art council reminds me of a
research | first stumbled upon in 2015, which stated that one of the most
successful cases in the public development of residency programs was
Finland. The Finnish local government has been strongly supported local
residencies as data showed that the presence of residencies generated

improved cultural production, creativity and internationalisation at a local
level.

You are a private foundation. How does funding work for you?

The most recent Res Artis meeting took place right in Finland, in
Rovaniemi. Have you been there?

You just talked about senior artists. What are the demographics of the
artists who are staying in your studios?
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Riikka Suomi-Chande is the Program Coordinator of the Finnish Artists’ Studio Foundation in Helsinki
(Finland).

http://www.ateljeesaatio.fi/
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